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From the Principal’s Desk
October 4th

Warm greetings to all the members of The University School community!
Welcome back to the 2021-2022 school year! I hope that, despite the
pandemic and its restrictions, you are all keeping well, and were able to
enjoy a restful time with your loved ones during the long vacation. I extend
a warm welcome to the new students and families that have joined us for
the first time. I am also pleased to introduce our two new teachers, Ms.
McDonald in Reception, and Ms. Daniel in Junior 1.
Our dedicated teachers and administrative staff have worked aggressively
to prepare for this school year. We are all committed to providing a robust
level of engagement that our students need to develop holistically. Our
school theme this year is “…We are World Changers…” and our exciting yet
challenging learning activities and school events will be geared towards
helping our children contribute positively to the world around us.
I look forward to a continued productive partnership with all of you in this
academic year as our collaborative effort is paramount to the academic
and social/emotional success of each student.

Special Virtual Assembly
Assessment Week
Junior 2 Class Meeting

October 5th
World Teachers’ Day

October 7th
Assessment Week
2nd S.E.A. Parent Support Meeting

October 11th
Virtual Assembly

October 12th
Reception TDF Class Meeting

October 14th
Reception NMD Class Meeting

October 15th
Achievement Day

October 18th to 22nd
Mid Term Break/No School

October 25th
"Unity is strength . . . when there is teamwork and collaboration,
wonderful things can be achieved."

Virtual Assembly

October 27th
Prep Class Meeting

Mattie Stepanek

Happy World Teachers Day to our remarkable University School teachers!
Your hard work and dedication to our students continued learning during the
COVID-19 pandemic is unparalleled.

Congratulations to Jival Poliah, the third place
winner of The UWI, St. Augustine History Fest
2021 Essay Competition held in June this year.
Jival is a student in Ms. Henry’s Junior 3 class.
Artwork by
Michael Ryan
Alexander.
Michael is a
student in the
Junior 1class. The
drawing was his
submission in the
Embassy of
Mexico’s XXV
Children Drawing
contest “Este es
Mexico” held in
August.

--Mattie Stepanek

We are pleased to welcome Ms. Nekeisha Mc Donald and Ms. Shanelle Daniel to the teaching staff at The
University School. They are both valuable additions to staff as they bring their unique teaching skills to the
school. Their contributions will undoubtedly leave a positive impact on the lives of our children.

Ms. Nekeisha Mc Donald

Ms. Mc Donald is the
new teacher in the
Reception class. She has
over
six
years
of
experience in education
and is the holder of a
B.A. in Education. As the
new Reception teacher,
she looks forward to
working alongside the

teachers and parents and being the “guide on the
side” of the students. Ms. Mc Donald is a firm believer
in continuous professional learning and constantly
keeps up to date with current practices to become a
true 21st Century educator.
Critical thinking,
collaboration and innovation are the cornerstones of
her teaching which will be applied in the classroom to
ignite the students’ imagination.
Ms. Mc Donald strives each day to enact the words of
W.B. Yeats “Education is not the filling of a pail but the
lighting of a fire”.

Ms. Shanelle Daniel

Shanelle Daniel is the new
teacher assigned to assist Mrs.
Hosein-Chin in Junior 1. Ms.
Daniel earned her bachelor’s in
education at The University of
Trinidad and Tobago where she
specialized
in
Primary
Education.
She credits her
experience as a part-time tutor
and volunteer at homework
centres for her ability to
manage different class sizes,

work with children of different skill levels, background,
and learning disabilities as well as use technology to
enhance learning and retention. Ms. Daniel’s teaching
philosophy is that every child should be introduced to the
tools they need to establish their own learning style. She
firmly believes the teacher is a facilitator in the classroom
who creates a space for students to explore their own
learning styles, helps develop their interests and guides
their absorption of the material.
“Grow through everything you go through” is her mantra.

Celebrating our Teachers
This month, the focus is on Ms.
Sherna Assoon our Prep class
teacher and Mrs. Joanne
Daniel, our Physical Education
tutor.

Arriving in Trinidad and Tobago in
2008 with a B.Sc. In Sport
Management and years of
experience as both a player and
coach at all levels, I was fortunate
to be given the opportunity to
head the Sport Department of a
prominent school in south Trinidad.
This experience was an important
step in my journey toward a career
in Education, as it was at this time
that I enrolled in the Physical
Education program at the University
of the West Indies. In addition to
these duties, I was also enlisted as a
coach for one of our national youth
football programs, the Head Coach
being also a Physical Education
teacher.
Upon completion of my degree, I
continued working in different
programs locally, which allowed
me to develop relationships with
persons from Sangre Grande to
Point Fortin and everywhere in
between. Working with youth has
always been a passion, and as my
path became clearer, I continued
with my professional and personal
development to ensure I was giving
my best.
Time management, problem
solving, logistical planning and
communication skills are my
greatest strengths. I have been
able to enhance these through the
completion of my master’s degree
in Educational Leadership which I
also completed at The U.W.I. St.
Augustine.

Mrs. Joanne Daniel

These skills, along with my
experience, have now provided me
with an opportunity to contribute as
Manager of the Trinidad and
Tobago National Senior Women's
Football Team, where I not only
manage staff and logistical duties,
but also liaise with staff members of
FIFA member associations around
the world.
Having been provided immense
opportunities through the
management and complementary
relationship between education
and sport, I am grateful that I can
share my experiences and love for
sport with the students of The
University School. I am very eager
for the resumption of physical
school and look forward to seeing
all of my students.

Ms. Sherna Assoon became the
youngest member of the National
Women’s Cricket Team at the age
of 16. Two years later, she was
selected for the West Indies
Women’s Cricket Team. Her
cricketing career continued for 10
years until she acquired an interest
for teaching, when placed to
coach The Barataria Anglican
Primary School Cricket Team.
Her compassion and interest for
teaching led her to obtain a Cert.
Ed in Early Childhood Care and
Education Development and a
B.Ed. in Early Childhood Care and
Education, with a Specialization in
Reading and Handwriting
Development. Ms. Assoon joined
The University School in 2014 as a
Prep Teacher with vast

knowledge, skills and experiences
on how young children learn, grow
and develop. Moreover, Ms Assoon
joined The UWI Early Childhood
Learning Community (ECLC) at the
St. Augustine Campus, of The UWI
School of Education when it was
launched in 2016.

Ms. Sherna Assoon

The UWI ECLC comprised of
lecturers, past and present students
with the mission to support young
children’s learning and
development, through outreach
activities to promote
developmentally appropriate
practices. Her creativity,
innovativeness and love for
teaching and learning are
demonstrated as she continues to
assist in the planning, managing
and facilitating of Professional
Development Workshops and Short
Courses for Early Childhood
Educators with The UWI ECLC. Ms.
Assoon’s most recent presentation
took place at The ITEN Virtual
Seminar on the 27th and 28th
August 2021 on STEM Education.
The presentation highlighted The
STEM Early Childhood Teacher
Project which commenced in 2017,
to explore the use of the Ministry of
Education Early Childhood
Curriculum to develop a STEM
Mindset among early educators in
Trinidad and Tobago. Conclusively,
Ms. Assoon was recognised in the
Trinidad and Tobago’s Sunday
Guardian newspaper on October
3rd on World Teachers Day 2021 as
one of the hardworking teachers in
our country.

On August 27th The University
School hosted its second Virtual
Graduation Ceremony. Thirtyeight students from Juniors 5L and
5M received certificates and
trophies for their academic and
non-academic
achievements
from Dr. Bascombe-Fletcher,
Principal.
Mrs.
Murella
Sambucharan-Mohammed
extended greetings on behalf of
the Council.
This year’s double valedictorians,
Jazlene Ramsingh and KirstenJade Rampersad, students of
Junior 5M and 5L respectively
spoke to the virtual audience of
peers and parents sharing their
reflections on their journey
through primary school .
Renee Niles and twin sisters, Ella &
Isabella
Pollard,
performed
musical interludes between

award presentations.
Ms. Jewel Johnson, past student,
and feature speaker delivered
an inspiring address on the
theme of “Resilience through
Brilliance”.
The ceremony
brought some much-needed
closure for the students as they
ended their primary school
career.
We would like to wish our
Graduates the very best of luck
in the next stage of their lives at
their new secondary schools.

Congratulations Class of 2021
The Spirit of The University School Award
was presented to Mr. Josiah Marshall.
The Principal’s Award was given to Ogechukwu Chidobelueze.
As is the tradition at The University School for
the graduating class to present a farewell gift
to the School, the parents of the Junior 5
Graduating Class of 2021 paid a courtesy call
to Principal Dr. Bascombe-Fletcher to express
their heartfelt appreciation to the entire staff
- teaching, administrative and ancillary - for
the care, commitment and dedication
shown to their children for the past seven
years. The visit took place in the month of
September.
Thank you for your generous monetary gift. It
will be applied to the purchase of the COVID19
stationary
pedestal
temperature
testing/hand sanitizer stations.
Thank you for the donation.
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Attention parents: The UWI
Psychoeducational
Diagnostic and
Intervention Clinic (PEDIC)
is here to help all children
reach their full potential
by addressing barriers to
learning.
During the global Covid-19
pandemic, we understand that
families may be experiencing
challenges related to this period of
extended online education. Young
learners may miss the excitement
of in-person interaction with their
classmates. As a parent you may
experience challenges keeping
your children motivated and
optimistic. Children may express
anger, frustration and sadness as
they try to adjust to the new online
mode of learning.
Just remember that remote
learning also offers opportunities
for parents to play a more active
role in their children’s academic
development, and to learn more
about their children’s interests,
strengths and needs.
We encourage you to prioritise
your health and the health of your
loved ones during this time.
Remember to check in with your
child’s teacher, your friends and
family and ask for help if you find
yourself struggling.
If the current challenges seem to
exceed your capacity to manage
and you require further support for
yourself or your children, please
reach out to us to schedule an
appointment with one of our
psychologists.

► Reading Assessments and
Intervention:

PEDIC’s services include
psychosocial support
(counselling), consultations,
psychoeducational
assessments and reading
assessments and reading
intervention.

Reading Assessments use
psychometric instruments to
assess specific reading skills such
as phonemic awareness,
phonics skills, vocabulary,
comprehension, and fluency.
The results of these diagnostic
assessments are used to assist
with planning of instruction and
delivery of intervention services.

► Consultations:
► Psychosocial Support
(Counselling)
PEDIC’s services include
psychosocial support
(counselling), consultations,
psychoeducational assessments
and reading assessments and
reading intervention.

Consultations are offered to
provide information, advice and
guidance on the nature of
learning challenges, to conduct
screenings, to provide guidelines
about strategies than can likely
address the learning and
behavioural concerns of the
client, and to make appropriate
referrals.

► Psychoeducational
Assessments:
Psychoeducational
Assessments use a
combination of interviews,
behavioural observations and
psychometric instruments to
help ascertain the cause of a
person’s learning or
behavioural challenges.

For more information:
E-mail pedic@sta.uwi.edu
Or
Call
(868) 663-8914 or
(868) 662-2002,
extensions:
84511 and 84512.

