
Memories of a University School student 

 

I have gone through three different stages of association with The University School: 

first as a student, then as an assistant teacher in Reception and a netball and 

swimming coach (after I finished high school). Thirdly, as a parent, as my son Liu 

was also a student here. I started forty-five years ago and I am still here… 

 

When I was a student here, the area where we are all sitting today was just a dust 

bowl or probably even a small field. At that time - the school building was probably 

about a third of what it is today, however to us little ones enjoying our first taste of 

‘big school’ – it felt like ‘the world’! 

 

Indeed the University School was our world.  By virtue of the school being primarily 

for children of lecturers and other staff at the University of the West Indies, the school 

had a fairly large population of children from many other countries. I fondly remember 

schoolmates from Hungary, India, Alaska, Russia, Australia. The international flavour 

was a very exciting feature of our school years. It afforded us the opportunity to learn 

about the differences of others, while realising that we are all the same - a lesson as 

important then as it certainly is now. UWI School had just the right formula for 

integrating children from many ‘far off lands’ with those from Trinidad. The school 

succeeded in grooming generations of children with a ‘global outlook’ long before 

anyone ever started talking about globalisation itself. 

 

From Reception all the way up to Junior 5 - I was active in different extra-curricular 

activities from sport to music to art. Sports were my favourite. I actually lived for 

sports day. It really was the single most exciting day on the school calendar for me: 

march past; races; friendly house rivalry; parents coming to spend a day out on the 

field watching us compete. Those bring back such wonderful memories of 

competition and a sense of ‘comfort through community’ provided by our school. 

Nothing of course was more exciting than celebrating the victories of my beloved 

Blue House, dominating in that arena for as many times as I can remember. Mind 

you, our allegiances to our houses remain up to this day! 

 

The many extra-curricular options that we had were key in keeping us open-minded, 

creative and healthy. Our teachers encouraged us to participate in as many as we 

could to help keep us balanced and focused.  



I was honoured to be named Head Girl in my Junior 5 year. In those days we saw 

that as such a ‘big post’ and an honour to be able to represent the school as an 

ambassador. All of us however, regardless of whether we were a prefect, games or 

house captain were given a chance to express our leadership skills and styles during 

our time here. UWI School really nurtured all of us into little ambassadors who stood 

out wherever we went. 

 

I vividly remember us, both girls and boys, crying our hearts out when we had our 

last Speech Day in Junior 5. It felt as if our world had come to an end and we would 

not be seeing each other again. We were all going off to different high schools.  Back 

then we did not fully grasp the magnitude of what had held us together as 

students of the school and how that would impact on our lives in the future. 

We make acquaintances and forge new friendships throughout life – however there 

is something very special about those friends with whom you grow up with during 

your foundation years. For me as for many, some of the most cherished and lasting 

friendships remain those with people I sat next too in class right here at UWI School. 

The strength of the foundation that UWI School provided for us – is second to none. 

This was a holistic education with a global outlook – all in a comfortable family 

setting. 

 

UWI Schoolers, cherish the time that you spend here. Honour your parents and your 

teachers. Work hard and do well. The character that you develop, the values that you 

hold dear and the attitude that you display in situations at every stage – are key in 

determining how you make it on the journey of Life. The University School gives you 

a solid package to develop yourself to your full potential at this age – and that is 

certainly the best foundation that you can have for life. 

 

Thank you. 


