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From the Principal’s Desk 
 

 

Dear University School Family, 

 

We have completed another month in 2022! As the English poet Geoffrey 

Chaucer wrote in the 14th century, “Time and tide wait for no man”. 

 

As we say goodbye to February, we treasure the wonderful memories of our 

Carnival Event. In this well-researched and informative event, the class 

presentations displayed our children’s academic and artistic competence.  

The event was an exciting and enjoyable one that highlighted the school’s 

holistic thrust. 

We look forward to more exciting events in March – Hats off for Easter, Poetry 

Slam and Sports Day.  Each of these events will require academic work in a 

fun setting.  Please encourage your children to participate as much as 

possible.  These are events that they will remember for a lifetime. 

Also in March, we hope to have our termly fundraising event.  Look out for 

further details soon. It will be an opportunity for you to enjoy family time while 

supporting the school in its fundraising efforts. 

We wish all our Junior 5’s best wishes as they prepare to write the SEA 

examination on March 31st.  They have worked hard, and we know they will 

do well.  We also send best wishes to our children who will participate in this 

year’s Music Festival.  

Thank you, parents, for your unfailing support, and thank you teaching, 

administrative, and support staff for your continued dedication and hard 

work. 

Stay safe – wear a mask, wash your hands, and watch your distance 

 

 

March 7th   
Virtual Assembly  

 

March 9th   
Jr. 5 Practice Test 

 

March 14th        
Virtual Assembly 

Assessment Week begins  
 

March 16th       
Junior 5 Mock Test   
  

March 18th     
Assessment Week ends 

   
March 21st     
Special Assembly: World Down 

Syndrome Day 
 

March 23rd  
Easter Bonnet/Hat Parade 
 

March 24th    

  Poetry Slam  
 

  March 28th      
Special Junior 5 Assembly  
 

March 29th      
Virtual Sports Day  

 

  March 30th      
Public Holiday/No School 

Spiritual Baptist Liberation Day  
 

 

March 31st       
2022 SEA Examination/No School  

http://www.universityschool.edu.tt/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ramlachan presented information on the latest 

developments related to the safety and efficacy of 

the COVID-19 Pfizer vaccine as well as her views on 

the importance of vaccination for children in the 5 

to11 years age group.  Parents of the Junior 5 class 

participated in a separate session on February 3rd.   

Dr. Ramlachan has a daughter in the Junior 1 class. 

She currently holds an Associate Professorship of 

Biotechnology at the University of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  

Thank you, Dr. Ramlachan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECONDARY ENTRANCE ASSESSMENT 

(SEA) SUPPORT 

The stress and anxiety brought on by the SEA 

examination can negatively impact students’ 

potential.   

With that in mind, The University School organized two 

separate private SEA support sessions for students and 

parents to offer them meaningful coping strategies to 

manage the stress of the exam. The expert consultants 

at Douglas and Associates conducted the sessions on 

February 2nd and 9th respectively.  The engagements 

were facilitated by Dr. Dianne Douglas and Ms. Alyssa 

De Gazon-Roberts.   

 

  

 

The University School hosted its 

second online lecture on the 

COVID-19 vaccine on February 

10th, 2022.   Its aim was to 

sensitize the parent body, from 

the Reception to Junior 4 classes, 

on the imminent COVID -19 

vaccination programme for 

primary school population. Dr. Nicole Ramlachan 

As students across the nation prepared to 

return to physical school on February 7th, 

the Ministry of Education gifted The 

University School with one non-contact 

temperature screening pedestal kiosk on 

February 4th, 2022.   

The touchless infrared thermometer will be 

used to measure a person’s temperature 

at the main entry point to the school 

premises.  

The pedestal kiosk is a welcome addition 

to the health and safety protocols 

implemented by the school’s 

administration.  

Image of the Customized Thermometer Stand 

donated by the Ministry of Education 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Mrs. Latisha McSween Griffith 

Musical Arts & Technology Education Teacher  

Mrs. Latisha McSween Griffith 

This month the spotlight is on Mrs. 

Latisha Myeshia McSween-Griffith, 

the Musical Arts and Technology 

Education teacher at The University 

School.  

Mrs. Griffith holds a B. A. Honours 

Musical Arts and has more than 

nine and a half years teaching 

experience.  She has a calling and 

talent for teaching and learning. 

Mrs. Griffith has been a vocalist and 

musician from the tender age of 8. 

She has represented different 

schools at musical performances at 

home and abroad.   

Mrs. Griffith is a versatile musician 

who plays several musical 

instruments including the clarinet, 

steelpan, and piano to name a 

few.   

Music continues to be Mrs. Griffith’s 

love and passion in life! 

 

 

Persons often misunderstand the power of Music and its impact on a 

child's development. The idea of “Music & Memory” began with the 

understanding that music is deeply rooted in our conscious and 

unconscious brains.  

 

Neuroscientists have found new evidence that learning to play an 

instrument may be good for the brain.  Musically trained children 

perform better at attention and memory recall and have greater 

activation in brain regions related to attention control and auditory 

encoding.  Children who study Music display executive functions such 

as improved reading, higher resilience, greater creativity, and a 

better quality of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research has long shown that studying music is an intelligence 

booster. Children’s brains develop faster and can perform adult-level 

neural skills much sooner than they would without Music classes. This is 

called transformation “auditory development,” and it plays an 

important part in getting the brain to respond to everything it hears.  

 

We can safely say that without Music education in schools, the brain 

will still learn auditory skills but at a much slower pace. So, in addition 

to all its other benefits, studying music seems to be the “boost” of 

brain development. 

 

 

https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2015/07/15/1505114112
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2015/07/15/1505114112


 

 

  Congratulations to our University 

School students in the UWI Credit 

Union’s Art Competition 

Two University School students Astrid Attong (Junior 

1HCD) and Isabelle Ramirez (Reception NMD) 

competed in the UWICU 2021 Art Competition titled 

“Building Financial Health for a Brighter Tomorrow”.   

Students took part in the Group 1 category (ages 5 

to 10 years).  Astrid and Isabelle placed first and 

second respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist’s Description: 

“Poor children because of COVID-19 may feel sad 

and hopeless.  My artwork entitled “Hope Through 

Darkness” shows a poor girl crying alone at night as 

the Coronavirus forces her to stay home all the 

time.  She cannot play with her friends as school is 

closed for a long time.  She is sad because she has 

only one coin left but chooses to save it in her piggy 

bank.  Her hope is that her little savings, though 

small, will help her see a brighter future.  Hope is 

what sustains her through the darkness of the 

present pandemic.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist’s Description: 

“You must save money today, so in the future you will 

be rich!!” 

Well done, girls! 

 
 

 

Congratulations to Jival Poliah (Junior 3H), the 

third-place winner of The UWI, St. Augustine 

History Fest 2021 Essay Competition. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 28th February,2022, The University 

School held its annual Carnival event with the 

theme, “We are World Changers. Celebrating 

Our Culture.”  
 

In the first segment of the event students from 

Reception to Junior 5 delivered presentations on 

various aspects of Carnival. They used slides, 

videos, soundtracks, reading material and 

portrayals to showcase the theme.  
 

At the end of the first segment, Keomi Serrette, 

the Queen Pierrot and Singing Sonia, 

Calypsonian, graced us with their guest 

performances. 
 

The Virtual Parade of Houses was the grand 

finale of the programme.  Each “Sport House”, 

including the Reception and Prep House, 

utilized its colours of Blue, Yellow and Green to 

create a creative and enjoyable portrayal. 

 

 

 

Here are some images of Reception students 

engaging in the Carnival festivities. 

 

 

 

Kitana Bhagan 

Eliana Sebro 

Kira Ramsaran 

Keomi Serrette 

Korra Fontenard 

Janique Alexander 

Blake Noel 

Kai Peters 

Bret Moze 



 

 

 Reception Fun Bike Ride Day 

The students of the Reception class joined their 

class teacher, Ms. McDonald, at the TGR Car 

Park, The UWI St. Augustine for a fun bike ride 

day on February 5th, 2022.  The happy group 

included ten students from the class and two 

siblings.  It was a great afternoon of laughter, 

bike riding and fun.  

 

In the photograph below:  

Ms. Nekeisha McDonald, Reception class teacher 

with students from left Mia Ramkissoon, Adelise 

Mathura, Antonella De Biase, Korra Fontenard, 

Eva Barnes, Maison Ramlochan, Aarav 

Ramadhar, Kira Ramsaran, Braydn Ali and Eliana 

Sebro. 

   



 

 

 

 

 


