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From the Senior Teacher’s Desk 
 

 

 

Greetings to you from the desk of a senior teacher. It is always a pleasure to 

be given the opportunity to communicate with the wider school 

community.  

 

As we approach the end of Term 1, let me say “thank you” to the parents 

of our school’s family for their untiring efforts in helping to ensure that our 

students benefit as close as possible to some semblance of “normalcy”. 

I am certain that the challenges are many but our students remain 

determined to stay on task virtually, even though our best asset (the 

playfield) beckons them to come back and enjoy the everyday recreation 

they’ve grown accustomed to. 

Presently, we are “winding down” the term with feedback from our 

assessments and preparations for our Christmas celebrations which promise 

to be “par excellence” as only we can at The University School. I would like 

to encourage you to promote the value of the “holistic” curriculum we offer 

to your children and support them with their performances. Performances 

certainly help us to recognize some innate talents in our children. Once 

again, you’ll be in for a spectacular event. Therefore, I would like to thank 

the teachers of the Christmas Committee who continue to work assiduously 

to ensure your children give their best performances.  

As I close, let me take this opportunity to extend warm season greetings to 

you and your families and wish you all success and best wishes for the New 

Year. 

"Unity is strength . . . when there is teamwork and collaboration, 

wonderful things can be achieved."   Mattie Stepanek 

 

 

December 1st    
Principal’s Meeting with Junior 4L  
 

December 3rd      
Principal’s Meeting with Junior 5N 

 

December 6th    
Christmas Art Montage 

   
  December 7th    

Family Event: Christmas Cookies 

Baking Event  
  

December 8th       
Class Parties 

Christmas Showcase – Lower 

School 

 

December 9th       
School Closes 

Christmas Showcase – Middle & 

Upper School    
 

December 13th       
Distribution of Students’ E-Reports  
 

December 14th       
Principal’s Meeting with 

Reception NMD 
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Ms. Tabitha De Four is a graduate of The UWI, St. 

Augustine with a Bachelor’s degree in Educational 

Administration. Her passion for Infant Education was 

inspired by internationally acclaimed Early 

Childhood Pioneer Dr. Lillian Katz who shared her 

philosophy of Education.  Ms. De Four not only had 

the opportunity of meeting Dr. Katz but was also 

personally mentored by her in the Project 

Approach, becoming one of the lead teachers in 

this regard. 

Ms. De Four also owes most of her fondness for Early 

Childhood Care Education (ECCE) to Dr. Carol 

Logie who allowed her to pioneer many workshops 

and interventions in Child and Parent Education 

and propelled her forward to Primary Education. 

During her 19 years at The UWI FDCRC, she held the 

position of Early Childhood Educator and 

Performing Arts teacher, preparing children for 

many performances one of which was The UNICEF 

Convention for the Rights of the Child held in 1996 

and their highly anticipated Graduation 

Programmes each year. 

Sought after by many respected and influential 

people for academic support for their children 

both in enrichment and remedial, Ms. De Four now 

supports grand kids in the field and enjoys seeing 

children learn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month the focus is on two of our 

teachers, Mrs. Zaphina Hosein Chin and    

Ms. Tabitha De Four.  Happy reading! 

 

Her motto and philosophy continue to be: 

Tell me and I forget, teach me and I remember, but involve me and I learn. 

 Following FDCRC Ms. De Four was on the Advisory 

Board of many academic institutions including 

Holistic Primary Ltd. and Pierre Academia and was 

the only Senior Early Childhood Educator hired to 

pilot the Government’s first E.C.C.E. Initiative of the 

University of Trinidad and Tobago called the 

UTTCTCDRC. 

Her commitment to higher education for all children 

expanded throughout the years as she aspired to 

deliver both engaging and interactive learning 

through her use of music, dance, drama, storytelling 

and song. 

January 2021 marked Ms. De Four’s initiative to 

embark on three major projects: two Children’s 

Storybooks, one of which caters to Poetry and a 

soon to be published Textbook in Phonics and 

Grammar. Due to her newfound interest in health 

and fitness, Ms. De Four has also begun to 

collaborate with sporting fraternities local and 

abroad e.g., Trinidad and Tobago Cycling 

Federation and an American-based group that 

combines STEM and physical activity and 

incorporates the jump rope to promote healthy 

lifestyle choices and physical exercise as a factor 

in overall educational wellbeing. 

Ms. Tabitha De Four, Reception Class Teacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Zaphina Hosein-Chin is the longest serving 

teacher on staff presently. She entered the school 

as the class teacher for Reception level in 1991 and 

would have had the opportunity to mentor close to 

a thousand young minds over the years. 

Mrs. Chin holds a B. Ed in Early Childhood Care and 

Education (UWI) and a M. Sc. in Educational Studies 

(Duquesne University). She believes that while 

qualifications and theories are significant aspects of 

Teaching and Learning, the critical values of 

empathy, humility and trustworthiness are the pillars 

of a model teacher. She strives to meet each child 

“where they are” because she has learned over the 

years that a “one size fits all” philosophy is unrealistic. 

Some of her major achievements on behalf of the 

school during her tenure includes accompanying 

some of her students from Reception to donate 

funds to the Trinidad and Tobago Red Cross Society 

to aide another West Indian country in their time of 

need, the Green Leaf award (2018) which made 

The 

The University School the first in the country to 

receive such an award and showcasing our 

students’ ability to conserve the environment. 

This venture allowed the Junior 4 students to 

enjoy some TV6 news coverage as they planted 

red mangroves on the banks of the Caroni 

Swamp.  This activity was initiated to help to 

prevent coastal erosion. 

Her most recent accomplishment was being 

recognized by the Ministry of Education (MOE) 

together with her past student Michael 

Alexander. Michael was awarded a Special 

Prize for his clip in the competition” Superhero” 

which was hosted by the MOE (page 5). 

Mrs. Chin believes that being a “lifelong” learner 

is the most beneficial and rewarding trait a 

person can possess. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Zaphina Hosein Chin, Senior & Class Teacher 

 

Mrs. Hosein Chin, in the far left of the picture, 

engages in friendly rivalry with colleagues to earn 

points for the Yellow House on Sports Day 2021.  

Also in the picture, Mrs. Singh (Yellow House), Ms. 

Ledgerwood (Green House) and Mrs. Kanhai (Blue 

House).  Ms Ledgerwood emerged the winner at 

the end of the Lime & Spoon race. 



 

 

--Mttie  

 

 

 

 

    

 



 

 

  
 

 

 

Well done, Michael 

Alexander on winning one 

of the Special Prizes at the 

Ministry of Education’s 

World Teachers’ Day Super 

Teacher contest. A special 

prize was awarded to 

Michael’s superhero 

teacher, Mrs. Hosein Chin. 

The University School 

Family is proud of the 

efforts of our two 

competitors, Siarra 

Sambucharan and 

Michael Alexander, who 

represented the school 

very well. Thank you to the 

parents and teachers for 

shaping tomorrow’s 

generation. 

 

Minister of Education Dr. Nyan Gadsby-Dolly with Special Prize winner, Michael Alexander, his 

mother, Mrs. Shireen Khan Alexander and Junior 1 Class Teacher, Mrs. Hosein Chin at the Prize-

Giving function at Education Towers on November 25th, 2021. 

UNITED NATIONS CHILD RIGHTS AMBASSADORS 

Congratulations to our students Marcia Kotzebue and Deva Ramlackhansingh 

who were selected to participate in the United Nations Virtual Child Rights 

Ambassadors programme.  Marcia and Deva have attended training and are 

expected to participate in more development exercises in 2022.   

Over 200 students applied and 100 were shortlisted.  Marcia is currently in the 

Junior 5N class preparing to write the 2022 SEA exam, while Deva is a recent 

graduate of the school, having written the 2021 SEA examination. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are the words of Breeana Howard, Junior 

3 student, when asked what advice she had for 

young readers, by representatives of the 

Trinidad and Tobago Readers Association. 

Breeana was one of the live performers at the 

Writers’ Café held on November 27th 2021. She 

performed “A Gift from Brett” by Ms. Carolyn Ali. 

To view the Writer’s Café and view Breeana’s 

outstanding performance click on the link 

below.  

https://www.facebook.com/ttra1982/videos/tt

ra-writers-cafe-2021/196085926050763/   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you to the family that donated this 

laptop and wishes to remain anonymous. You are one 

of the most supportive and special families who is 

making a difference in the lives of the children at The 

University School. Thank you for your generous donation 

of a Lenovo laptop to aid our teachers in ensuring that 

there is no downtime in teaching and learning in the 

classroom.  

 

 

 

 

“Read as often as you 

can and have fun doing 

it. Reading helps 

expand your 

vocabulary. It also 

helps you become 

creative with your own 

writing at school :).”  

 

 

THE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL 

CONFERENCE TOTE BAG 
 

 

 
 

Email your order to  

Ms. Vidale at finance@universityschool.edu.tt 

BOOK YOUR ORDERS NOW  

WHILE STOCKS LAST!!! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ttra1982/videos/ttra-writers-cafe-2021/196085926050763/
https://www.facebook.com/ttra1982/videos/ttra-writers-cafe-2021/196085926050763/

