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From the Principal’s Desk 
 

 

Dear University School Family 

Greetings to you and your families during these very challenging times. 

During this time of increased numbers of persons affected by the COVID-19 

virus and restricted movements, I have no doubt that many of you feel some 

level of frustration.  Some of you are experiencing worry and fear, as the 

virus is now affecting your families and loved ones. I take this opportunity to 

extend best wishes for a speedy recovery to those who are ill and to express 

sincere condolences to those who have lost loved ones. 

Practice mindfulness during this time, especially where your child/ren are 

concerned. Some guidelines from the World Health Organization (WHO) 

include: 

1.  Invite your child to talk about how s/he is feeling. 

2. Learn to recognize signs of stress in your child (irritability, sleeplessness, 

withdrawal, aggression, less interest in schoolwork). 

3.  Stay in touch with your pediatrician (for screening and guidance). 

4. Help your child/ren deal with the loss of a loved one (professional 

counseling). 

5.  Be supportive. 

6.  Engage in fun family activities with your child/ren. 

 

Take some time to acknowledge your own feelings. What are your fears and 

or concerns? There is no shame in reaching out for help. The more you can 

do this, the more available you can be to your children. 

 

We are all in this together. Let us continue to do our best to be resilient, and 

to look after our mental health.  Stay safe. Wear your masks, wash your 

hands, and watch your distance. 

 

 

 

June 1st to 4th     
Midterm Break   

 

June 7th    
Virtual Assembly   

 

June 14th     
Special Assembly: Labour Day & 

Father’s Day   

 

June 18th   
Junior 4 Parent Meeting 

 

June 21st      
   Virtual Assembly     

 

June 23rd      
Junior 5 Mock Test #3  

 

June 24th      
Appreciating West Indian 

Literature Finals – Livestream on 

Zoom   

 

June 28th        
Special Assembly: Lower School 

Achievement Day    
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--Mattie Stepanek 
 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

     June 29th      
Promotions Day 

Reception to Junior 4   

 

June 30th    
Special Assembly – Junior 5 

Farewell   

 

July 1st      
Secondary Entrance 

Assessment (SEA) 

Examination /No School  

 

July 2nd       
School closes 

 

July 5th       
Distribution of Student E-

Report Books 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the finalists of 

the Appreciating West Indian 

Literature Competition. 

All the competitors did a good job 

representing their classes! 
 

 

 

Mrs. Caroline Rogers, her son Jean-Luc (Prep) and their 

family,  

on the untimely passing of Mr. Rogers.  

We wish your family strength and courage. 

Our prayers and thoughts are with you during this difficult 

time. 

From  

The University School Family  
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COUNCIL CORNER 

A MESSAGE OF HOPE 
 

FROM COUNCIL CHAIRMAN  

PROF. RICHARD ROBERTSON 

To say that the past year has 

been a challenging one is an 

understatement.  As The 

University School Community, we 

have had to respond quickly to the 

global pandemic to minimise its 

impact on our daily lives and on 

the lives of our children for whom 

we are custodians.  

We have been tested in unanticipated ways, but our 

resilience must stand strong. On behalf of The University 

School Council, I greet you at a time when, despite our 

physical distance, our community spirit shines and now, 

more than ever, we need its collective glow to permeate 

further than ever, so that our children and their 

teachers have the required support to curtail the impact 

of our current circumstances and survive its aftermath. 

Our new Council assumed office in December 2020 and 

since then, we have not had anything but remote online 

learning, which means that we have had to operate 

entirely in a virtual environment which is not ideal.  We 

are aware of the challenges and the difficulties of 

parents, who must now not only find ways and means 

of earning a living within very restrictive circumstances, 

but also play a more direct role in the daily oversight 

of their children’s learning. Our spaces have become 

cramped, and the boundaries blurred between home, 

school, and work. This is a tough but also a common 

challenge that we all face, and as such, we must unite 

as a community as we endure the same difficulties. 

 

"Hope is being able to see that there is light 

despite all of the darkness"  

                                                           Desmond Tutu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is said that in tough times, we show our true 

character.  As we navigate these stormy seas, our 

true mettle comes out.  We develop new muscles, 

new ways of learning and behaving, and greater 

strength is fostered in terms of our own 

development. Notably, we must acknowledge the 

vulnerable in our communities.  So, while one can 

become stronger because one is tested; with pre-

existing disadvantages, one can also become weaker 

and even more compromised. Therefore, as we cope 

with our own issues, we need to be aware of the 

challenges we currently face.  I ask you to visualise 

that day when we would again see and hear our 

children in the hallways at The University School 

as we stand there as parents, expectedly gathered, 

waiting to collect them at the end of the day. 

Envisage that time when they will be running 

together in the playfield, going off to swim, doing 

karate and gymnastics in the assembly hall, singing 

at the music and art festivals, doing all those 

things that make The University School a special 

place. 

Our school continues to pioneer innovations in 

teaching and learning, and in virtual social 

connectedness as we strive to achieve a healthy 

holistic balance among our students. I leave you 

with this message of hope, that we must project, 

to navigate these precarious times which we are 

currently facing. I give you the assurance that the 

Council remains committed to working and 

supporting the administration and the teachers, so 

that The University School can fulfil its remit of 

a quality, holistic educational experience for your 

children in keeping with that which first 

attracted you to its walls. Stay safe and stay 

strong everyone! 

 

 

 

 

“We must unite 

as a community 

as we endure the 

same 

difficulties.”             

Prof. Robertson 

 



 

 

 

  

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

The University School teachers continue to engage 

in ongoing professional development closely linked 

to providing quality education and learning 

outcomes.  Teaching staff participated in an online 

seminar and two virtual workshops in the month of 

May. 

 An Introduction to Critical Thinking 

 

 Differentiation and Universal Design for 

Learning 

 
 

 The 101 of Teaching your Child to Write 

Future training programmes include a follow up 

session on Differentiation and Universal Design for 

Learning as applied to assessment, and Critical 

Thinking Assessment in the month of June.     

We are always looking for ways to improve 

and innovate at The University School. If you have an 

idea you want to share on how we can aid our 

students and teachers during this pandemic virtual 

school experience, drop us an email at  

council.chairman@universityschool.edu.tt  

 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

 

Clipart-library.com 

 

 

 

Wishing all our  
 

Fabulous Fantastic 

Fathers 
 

a safe and enjoyable day! 

From  

The Council, Staff and Students 

of  

The University School  

Twinkl 

mailto:council.chairman@universityschool.edu.tt


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIRTUAL INDIAN ARRIVAL DAY ASSEMBLY 

The digitized still images represent students proudly 

displaying their colourful drawings of the Fatel Razack 

at the special assembly to commemorate the historical 

Indian Arrival Day event.   The Fatel Razack was the first 

ship to bring indentured labourers from India to Trinidad. 

Can you spot any teachers in these pictures? 

Images: Courtesy of Mrs. Mc Sween Griffith. 

 

 

 
 

The University School has updated its Online 

Etiquette Do’s and Don’ts.  Here is an excerpt from 

the revised document that can be found in the 

Parents section on the school’s website at 

universityschool.edu.tt.   Parents are encouraged 

to share the information with their children. 
 

DO’S  DON’TS 
Speak loudly and 

clearly. 

Where possible, avoid 

connecting to a live 

class using cell phones 

that pick up 

background noise.  

When asking a question, 

please address the 

teacher/person by 

name. 

Don’t assume everyone 

recognises your voice so 

do state your name 

when asking a question 

or making a comment. 

Do practise using the 

mute button and mute 

your microphone when 

not speaking. 

Don’t interrupt the 

teacher during a live 

class to ask a question 

not related to what is 

being taught. You can 

send a message or 

email to your teacher 

afterwards. 

Do use your laptop, 

tablet or other device in 

a quiet, undisturbed 

room. 

Don’t shuffle papers, 

scrape chairs, tap 

pencils, hum or engage 

in other distracting or 

noisy activities. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All children are invited 

to participate in 

Mexico’s XXV 

Children’s Drawing 

Contest. 

Categories: 

 

Deadline: August 15th 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER THE 3WS 

WEAR YOUR MASK | WASH YOUR HANDS | WATCH YOUR DISTANCE 

 


